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Galatians 5 

The Life of Freedom 
 1 Christ has set us free to live a free life. So take 
your stand! Never again let anyone put a harness of 
slavery on you.  

 2-3I am emphatic about this. The moment any one of 
you submits to circumcision or any other rule-
keeping system, at that same moment Christ's hard-
won gift of freedom is squandered. I repeat my 
warning: The person who accepts the ways of 
circumcision trades all the advantages of the free life 
in Christ for the obligations of the slave life of the 
law. 4-6I suspect you would never intend this, but this 
is what happens. When you attempt to live by your 
own religious plans and projects, you are cut off from 
Christ, you fall out of grace. Meanwhile we 
expectantly wait for a satisfying relationship with the 
Spirit. For in Christ, neither our most conscientious 
religion nor disregard of religion amounts to 
anything. What matters is something far more 
interior: faith expressed in love. 

 



 

 

1 John 4  

God Is Love 

 7-10My beloved friends, let us continue to love each 
other since love comes from God. Everyone who 
loves is born of God and experiences a relationship 
with God. The person who refuses to love doesn't 
know the first thing about God, because God is 
love—so you can't know him if you don't love. This 
is how God showed his love for us: God sent his 
only Son into the world so we might live through 
him. This is the kind of love we are talking about—
not that we once upon a time loved God, but that 
he loved us and sent his Son as a sacrifice to clear 
away our sins and the damage they've done to our 
relationship with God.  
 

  

Romans 8:31-39 
 
31What, then, shall we say in response to this? If God 
is for us, who can be against us? 32He who did not 
spare his own Son, but gave him up for us all—how 
will he not also, along with him, graciously give us all 
things? 33Who will bring any charge against those 
whom God has chosen? It is God who justifies. 34Who 
is he that condemns? Christ Jesus, who died—more 
than that, who was raised to life—is at the right hand 
of God and is also interceding for us. 35Who shall 
separate us from the love of Christ? Shall trouble or 
hardship or persecution or famine or nakedness or 
danger or sword? 36As it is written:  
   "For your sake we face death all day long;  
      we are considered as sheep to be slaughtered." 
37No, in all these things we are more than conquerors 
through him who loved us. 38For I am convinced that 
neither death nor life, neither angels nor 
demons, neither the present nor the future, nor any 
powers, 39neither height nor depth, nor anything else 
in all creation, will be able to separate us from the 
love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

 


